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TEN AMPHI TEACHERS SELECTED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM READING 

Scott A. Leska 

 
Tucson, AZ - Each June, Advanced Placement (AP) teachers and college faculty members from around the 
world gather across the United States to evaluate and score the free-response sections of the AP Exams. 
Ten AP teachers across nine different subject areas from Amphitheater Public Schools were selected to 
participate in the College Board’s Annual AP Reading this year.    

 

Amphitheater High School     Ironwood Ridge High School 

Clara Estey (AP French)     Jenny Een (AP Language Arts) 

        Anne Fitzsimmons (AP Psychology) 

Canyon del Oro High School     Marisu McNamara (AP Language Arts) 

Sarina McCann-Smith (AP Spanish)    Sharon Singer (AP Government) 

Josh Tabor (AP Statistics)     Amanda Stoxen (AP World History) 

Jeremy Woodward (AP Computer Science) 

Chris Yetman (AP Calculus) 

 

AP Readers are high school and college educators who represent many of the world’s leading academic 
institutions. The AP Reading is a unique forum in which an academic dialogue between educators is both 
fostered and encouraged. “The Reading draws upon the talents of some of the finest teachers and 
professors that the world has to offer,” said Trevor Packer, Senior Vice President, AP and Instruction at the 
College Board. “It fosters professionalism, allows for the exchange of ideas, and strengthens the 
commitment to students and to teaching. We are very grateful for the contributions of talented educators 
like those from Amphitheater Public Schools.”  

 

Two of the Canyon del Oro teachers are long-time veterans of the AP Reading program and serve in various 
leadership positions. Mr. Tabor has been an AP Reader for Statistics for 18 years, including six as a Table 
Leader and 10 as a Question Leader. Similarly, this marked Mr. Yetman’s 14th year grading the AP Calculus 
exams. It was his fourth year as a Table Leader.   

 

Question Leaders dedicate 100% of their time leading one question and are responsible for developing the 
scoring guide for that question, and then training all of the readers that score that particular question. Table 
Leaders are responsible for monitoring and evaluating the work of 16 regular readers. Typically, each reader 
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will grade the same question for several days in a row to ensure consistency. The actual number of questions 
graded varies quite a bit depending on the complexity of the question.   

 

“Participating in the reading is the single most valuable professional development activity that I do, bar 
none,” said Mr. Yetman. “Not only do I get to interact with college math professors and AP Calculus high 
school teachers from all over the country, I learn teaching skills and ideas that directly impact my ability to 
teach math to my students.” 

 

For example, Mr. Yetman noted that there were expected to be about 900 AP Calculus readers this year, 
scoring  approximately 450,000 exams. The bulk of the work occurs over a seven-day period, and scoring lasts 
from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. each day. To view the complete AP Reading Schedule:  

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/homepage/49131.html. 

 

“Amphi is extremely supportive of professional development opportunities for our teachers and staff and we 
are proud of these teachers for making the commitment to participate as AP Readers each year,” said Mr. 
Patrick Nelson, Superintendent of Amphitheater Public Schools. “It keeps them current in the classroom and 
allows them to exchange ideas with truly the best-of-the-best of their peers across the country.”  

  

About the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) 

The Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue college-level 
studies – with the opportunity to earn college credit, advanced placement or both – while still in high school. Through 
AP courses in 37 subjects, each culminating in a rigorous exam, students learn to analyze complex problems, construct 
solid arguments, and see many sides of an issue – skills that prepare them for college and beyond. Research indicates 
that students who score a 3 or higher on an AP Exam typically experience greater academic success in college and are 
more likely to earn a college degree than non-AP students. 

 

About Amphitheater Public Schools 

Named for the five chains of mountains that surround the city of Tucson like a “beautiful natural amphitheater,” 
Amphitheater Public Schools has a long history of excellence dating back to 1893. Today, the District consists of 20 
campuses and nearly 14,000 students. Amphitheater Public Schools offer a demanding and rigorous curriculum. Our 
educators focus on ensuring students develop the skills necessary for success in higher education as well as in today’s 
workplace, including creativity and innovation, critical thinking, communication and collaboration. Learn more at 
www.amphi.com or follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/AmphitheaterPublicSchools) or Twitter at 
@AmphiSchools.  
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